
Highways England is improving the A303 
past Stonehenge by upgrading the road 
to a dual carriageway and constructing 
a two mile tunnel, removing the sight 
and sound of traffic from much of the 
prehistoric Stonehenge landscape. 

Once the scheme is completed, it will help 
unlock economic growth in the South West by 
transforming journey reliability, increasing safety 
and improving connectivity with neighbouring 
regions. 

In construction there will be opportunities for local 
businesses, and Small and Medium Enterprises 
(SMEs) to work with the project as part of our 
supply chain. To help you to understand how our 
supply chain will work, we’ve put together these 
frequently asked questions which we’ll update as 
the project progresses.  

A303 Stonehenge 
Supply chain FAQ

1. How does your supply chain  
work?

Highways England will be placing contracts with 
several ‘Tier 1’ companies to deliver the A303 
Stonehenge project:

Preliminary works contractor - to get the site 
ready for construction
Archaeology contractor - to carry out 
archaeology investigations
Main works contractor - to build the scheme

When these companies are appointed, they will in 
turn create opportunities for smaller businesses to 
bid for work and become part of the supply chain.

2. What are the timescales?

The preliminary works and archaeology contractors 
have just been announced:

They’ll be starting on site in late spring 2021. 

OsborneWessex Archaeology



3. Can I get involved even if I’m a 
small or local business?

Absolutely.  Highways England is really keen that 
SMEs and local businesses play a key role in our 
supply chain in all our projects. SMEs are critical 
in developing the national economy by generating 
employment opportunities, accelerating innovation, 
broadening skill-sets and enhancing productivity.    
We actively encourage SMEs and local businesses   
to get involved and will work with business 
organisations to help ensure we reach as many 
people as possible.

4. How will opportunities be 
advertised?

As we move closer to main construction, our 
contractors will use CompeteFor to advertise 
opportunities. Ahead of this, we want to hear from 
companies of all sizes who might be interested in 
working on the A303 Stonehenge project. 

Please register your details here and we will pass 
your information onto our preliminary works and 
archaeological contractors.

5. What types of opportunities 
might there be?

We want to help businesses get into in the best 
position possible to become part of the supply chain 
at this early stage – by sharing your details with these 
contractors.

Our contractors will need to employ companies to 
provide a wide variety of materials and services 
including: 

People: office support, site labour, security, cleaning, 
driving, project management

Services: surveying, traffic management, vehicle 
maintenance and recovery, haulage, groundworks, 
catering, accommodation and hospitality

Materials and equipment: plant and machinery, 
fabrication, construction materials, fencing and 
planting, site services and fuel supply.

 This list is not intended to be exhaustive, but     

 gives an idea of the range of opportunities

http://www.competefor.com
https://highwaysengland.co.uk/our-work/a303-stonehenge/supply-chain/


6. Huge projects like this often 
seem to have lots of contract 
requirements which are more 
difficult for smaller businesses.  
How can I develop the skills/
policies that Highways England 
is looking for in its supply 
chain?

One way we are supporting local businesses, 
particularly SMEs, is through our partnership with 
the Supply Chain Sustainability School - offering 
free online training. 

The Supply Chain School can help upskill your 
business, putting you in the best position to tender 
for work on the project - skills that will assist you to 
compete for other contracts and in other sectors as 
well. 

You will be able to register your business with 
the school and take modules on topics that will 
provide a firm basis for working on a major piece of 
infrastructure.

7. What does the Supply Chain 
School training cover?

The Supply Chain Sustainability School offers 
training on a range of topics including: 

 � Buisness ethics

 � Waste & resource efficiency

 � Fairness, inclusion & respect

 � Sustainable procurement

 � Environment management 

 � Energy & carbon

 � Social value

 � Wellbeing

 � Lean construction

 � Building information modelling/Digital construction

 � Offsite

There’s a choice of beginner or intermediate     
modules.

8. Where can I find out more?

Please keep up to date with the progress of the  
scheme through our website, and sign up here to 
receive project updates emailed directly to you.         
You can also follow us on Facebook and Twitter.

We will be also working closely with local business 
organisations including Swindon and Wiltshire LEP 
and Business West as well as the Federation of              
Small Businesses and local chambers of commerce.

Before start of works, we will be hosting an event to 
explain more about the scheme and the opportunities   
it provides, as well as introduce our contractors.        
You will also be able to find out more   about the   
Supply Chain Sustainability School.

If you have any other queries, please do get in        
touch on info@a303stonehenge.co.uk 
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You can find more supply chain materials here

https://highwaysengland.co.uk/our-work/a303-stonehenge/
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKHIGHWAY/subscriber/new?topic_id=UKHIGHWAY_2595
https://www.facebook.com/A303Stonehenge/
https://twitter.com/a303stonehenge
http://info@a303stonehenge.co.uk
https://teams.microsoft.com/_#/files/General?threadId=19:cac0d7c88f21483f997adee73a0ed8ba@thread.skype&ctx=channel&context=Supply%2520chain&rootfolder=%252Fsites%252FCommunications%252FShared%2520Documents%252FGeneral%252FCampaigns%252FSupply%2520chain

